Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 WELLIN 00201 130522Z 
ACTION PM-05 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO H-02 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
ACDA-12 OMB -01 DOE-11 SOE-02 DLOS-09 OES-07 EUR-12 
/109 W 

003472 130530Z/14 

O 130426Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
TO USINFO WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 4733 
CINCPAC HONOLULU 

UNCLAS WELLINGTON 00201 

FOR: IPR IPS IBS, CINCPAC FOR USIA ADVISOR 

EO 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: NUCLEAR SUBMARINES IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC 

1 . FOLLOWING ARTICLE APPEARED IN WELLINGTON S EVENING 
POST JANUARY 11. THE SAME OR SIMILAR STORIES DRAWN FROM 
N.Z. PRESS ASSOCIATION, APPEARED IN OTHER NEW ZEALAND 
PAPERS. 

2. "AUCKLAND, TODAY (PA) - THE UNITED STATES MAY BE 
CONSIDERING OPERATING NUCLEAR-ARMED TRIDENT SUBMARINES 
IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC. ACCORDING TO THE OSLO-BASED 
INTERNATIONAL PEACE RESEARCH INSTITUTE. 

3. "THE INSTITUTE, GENERALLY REGARDED AS A REPUTABLE 
INTERNATIONAL AUTHORITY. HAS TOLD THE AUCKLAND PEACE 
SQUADRON THAT THIS MAY BE THE AIM OF THE UPSURGE IN 
AMERICAN NAVAL ACTIVITY IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC OVER THE 
PAST EIGHTEEN MONTHS OR SO. 

4. " 'THE LONG TERM GOAL OF THIS ACTIVITY SEEMS TO 
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BE DIRECTED TOWARDS RETAINING AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 
AS MILITARY ALLIES,' MR NILS PETTER GLEDITSCH, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR OF THE INSTITUTE, SAYS IN A LETTER TO 
THE REV. DR. G. ARMSTRONG, OF THE PEACE SQUADRON. 

5. "PERHAPS MORE PARTICULARLY, MR. GLEDITSCH SAID, ; "THE 
INCREASED NAVAL ACTIVITY MAY BE DIRECTED TOWARDS "ENSURING 
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FAVOURABLE ATTITUDES IN THE FUTURE TOWARDS DEPLOYMENT 
OF TRIDENT SUBMARINES IN THE PACIFIC." 

6. "THE TRIDENT SYSTEM MAY WELL REQUIRE SOME SORT OF 
SHORE INSTALLATION IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC," MR. GLEDITSCH 
SAYS. THIS MIGHT BE EITHER FOR COMMAND OR CONTROL 
FACILITIES, OR PERHAPS ACCESS TO PORTS FOR NUCLEAR VESSELS 
SUPPORTING TRIDENT SUBMARINES. 

7. THE RANGE OF THE TRIDENT MISSILE, HE SAYS. IS SUCH 

THAT A SUBMARINE COULD CRUISE ALMOST AS FAR SOUTH AS NEW 
ZEALAND AND STILL BE CAPABLE OF LANDING ITS MISSILES ON 
SOVIET TARGETS. 

8. AT SUCH DISTANCES, THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON ARMED 
SERVICES HAD BEEN TOLD IN 1975: "THE SOVIETS WOULD NOT 
NORMALLY ON A ROUTINE BASIS HAVE THE FORCES OR THE 
CAPABILITIES FOR SUSTAINED ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE." 

9. "MR GLEDITSCH SAYS THAT THE INSTITUTE HAS NO 

SPECIFIC INFORMATION ON THE NUMBERS OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN 
THE SOUTH PACIFIC. IT IS GENERALLY BELIEVED THAT 
8000 TO 12,000 AMERICAN NUCLEAR WARHEADS ARE DEPLOYED 
IN THE PACIFIC, ALL IN THE NORTHERN HEMISPHERE EXCEPT 
FOR THE OCCASIONAL SHIPS GOING SOUTH OF THE EQUATOR. 
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10. "NO FIGURES ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE SOVIET UNION, 

HE SAYS. BUT PRESUMABLY NUCLEAR WEAPONS ARE ABOARD SOME 
VESSELS SAILING OUT OF VLADIVOSTOK, INCLUDING MISSILE 
SUBMARINES ON STATION OFF THE WEST COAST OF NORTH 
AMERICA. 

1 1 . "EXPANSION OF SOVIET FISHING ACTIVITY IN THE SOUTH 
PACIFIC MAY WELL BE CAUSE FOR ALARM ON SUCH GROUNDS AS 
OVER-EXPLOITATION OF MARINE RESOURCES, HE SUGGESTS. 
ADDING: "THERE IS SCANT EVIDENCE THAT SOVIET FISHING 
ACTIVITIES ARE INEVITABLE A PRELUDE TO SOVIET MILITARY 
ACTIVITIES." DONAHUE 
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